THE WHITE CELLS         9!

place to place through the tissues, for practically no part of the
body is barred to them. They insinuate a process (pseudopo-
dium), improvised at the moment from their cell protoplasm,
through one of the joints in the endothelium of the capillary
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Fig. 3-17 Illustrating the passage of polymorpho-
nuclear leucocytes from the circulation by diapede-
sis: L, lymphocyte; N, neutrophil leucocyte.
wall (Fig. 3-17). Then, by causing the semi-fluid substance of
the cell body to stream into the protoplasmic protrusion, they
pass out of the blood vessels. By this process of diapedesis, as
it is called, myriads of the white corpuscles may pass out of the
vessels in a remarkably short time. Reaching a point where
the bacteria have entered the body, they surround the threat-
ened area and proceed to destroy the invaders. If, for example,
an actively inflamed region should be examined under the mi-
croscope, masses of neutrophils would be seen, and many of